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ABSTRAcr. The Saudi Arabian National Development Plans have re
garded the development of domestic tourism as of great importance, ex
pecting many economic and social benefits to accrue from it; and AI-Baha
region is one of those generally considered to have great tourism potentials.

Although tourism in AI-Baha region is already being developed to some
extent within both the public and private sectors. careful planning is now
needed, and this paper set out some basic guidelines in this respect. It con
sidered the attractions of the region that could be promoted for tourism
and, in the light of these, pinpoints the nature and the locations of the ser
vices that need to be provided.

A demand-analysis approach has been adopted as the best way to guide
planners towards achieving their objectives of attracting more domestic
tourists to the region, encouraging them to stay longer and getting them to
return.

1. Introduction

Tourism is a rapidly growing economic activity, worldwide. It flourishes most in con
nection with rich countries, where per capita income levels and hence the inclination
to spend are relatively high :

"The division between the richest and poorest countries of the world is shown
dramatically in terms of tourism by the fact that 80% of the international tourist
trips made in 1986 were made by people living in the 12 richest countries in the
world,,(l]

But how is tourism to be define? This has always been a problem because of the
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